Éloge de la Fuite: Neural Circuits for Avoiding Dangerous Situations.
When facing threats, animals not only innately freeze or flee, but can also learn to avoid harmful situations, a behaviour known as 'active avoidance'. A recent study by Hormigo et al. (J. Neurosci., 2019) provides new insights into the neural circuit responsible for this behaviour, placing the pedunculopontine tegmental nucleus (PPT) at its centre.